







SYMBOLS 


\\ CONCORDIA 


OF THE r 0 | | F 
CONCORDIA : | GE 
BRONXVILLE, NEW YORK 
DINING INCORPORATED 
1936 


COMMONS 





THREEFOLD OFFICE 


OF OUR LORD 





The shield at the South end of the Hall depicts 
the threefold office of our Lord. The offices of 
Prophet, Priest, and King are represented by the 
stole, chasuble, and the long flowing garment (in 
that order). This type of cross is called a 
Christus Rex. 


Dedicated to the Reverend Albert E. Meyer, LL.D., 
upon his retirement as President of Concordia 
College on June 30, 1971, after 21 years of 
service. 


—.——————— 


THE SYMBOLS 


OF 
CONCORDIA DINING HALL 


In 1950, the Women of the Lutheran Education 
Society made it their project to re-decorate the 
Concordia Dining Hall. Their chief consultants in 
this were Mrs. Howard Halter and the Reverend Carl 
F. Weidmann. Their intent was to create the general 
atmosphere of the 15th-16th centuries--the late 
Gothic period of Martin Luther--and to bring to the 
students of Concordia and her visitors the message of 
Christian education in symbols. Many of the symbols 
here were designed especially for this Hall. 

Each of the wrought iron lighting fixtures has 
six C. C. I. shields in blue and gold, the school 
colors. 

The twelve flags are those of the Christian 
Church, Concordia College, the United Nations, 
the United States and the eight states with con- 
gregations in the Atlantic District of the Lutheran 
Church--Missouri Synod. Those states are: 
Connecticut, Maine, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, 
New Jersey, New York, Rhode Island, and Vermont. 

Among the shields on the East wall is a 
representation of the seal of Saint Matthew con- 
gregation in Manhattan. The history of this parish 
can be traced back almost 300 years. Concordia had 
her beginning in the basement of this church in 
1881. 


The twenty shields above eye-level around the 
Hall depict the history of Christian Education--one 
shield for each century. Moving clockwise from the 
Southeast corner, the viewer may follow the history 
chronologically. 


FIRST CENTURY 


Here color convey meaning: 
red for our Lord's sacrifice, 
gold for the Lord's deity, and 
blue for the Lord's mother, 
the Virgin Mary. The symbol of 
the Holy Spirit is to be associat- 
ed with Pentecost. The X cross 
is to be associated with St. 
Andrew, for tradition has it 
that he was crucified on a cross 
of this type. The Chalice 
symbolizes St. John, for a 
legend is that he was offered a poisonous cup. In 
five inspired books he set forth his philosophy of 
education: Love. The keys are to be associated with 
St. Peter (Mt. 16, 19) and the sword with St. 

Paul (Eph. 6, 17). DIDACHE (Lower quarter) is the 
name of a first century catechism, a handbook of 
faith and teaching. 





SECOND CENTURY 
Gnosticism, an 


attempt to fuse pagan 
misbelief with Christian 
belief, is represented by 
the serpents on the right. 
Three heroes of the faith 
are depicted in the 

center band. Polycarp 

(at the top) sought to 
destroy false principles. 
He was burned at the stake. 
Justin Martyr (the helmet) 
offered noble defenses of 
Christianity. And Ignatius (the heart), one of 
St. John's pupils, taught that it is "good to know 
God.'' Most of Christian education was handled by 
parents in this century. 





THIRD CENTURY 


Catechetical schools in 
local parishes arose to 
instruct for Baptism and 
church fellowship. The 
harp represents Cecilia, 
whose interest was church 
music. The grill is for 
Laurence, a deacon in Rome, 
who was literally roasted 
to death in this century. 
His teaching is that Christian 
truth is fundamental to 
loyal citizenship. The torch is a symbol of 
Irenaeus, who established churches and schools in 
Southern France. This century is often called 
"The Age of Martyrdom." Through faith in Christ 
those martyrs received palms of victory. 





FOURTH CENTURY 
The central symbol is that 


of Emperor Constantine: laurel 
because he was a Caesar; a 
symbol of Christ for he was a 
Christian; spes publica for 
Christianity became "legal" and 
was the "hope of people." This 
century has been called "The 

Age of Constantine." 

The symbol in the upper 
left is of Athanasius, who 
built his confessions on the 
Bible. 

The heart surrounded by flames 
is a traditional symbol of Ambrose, whose interest was 
church music and liturgy. 

The right half depicts asceticism, the practice of 





pious exercises designed to keep the body in subjection 


and to train the spirit for every Christian virtue. 
To aid in this movement many monasteries and nunneries 
were founded in the century. 


FIFTH CENTURY 


This was ''The Age 

of Augustine." 

Augustine realized 

that as a young child 

at the sea may try to 

scoop a portion of 

the mighty sea into a 

small bucket, he was 

attempting to scoop 

the Doctrine of Trinity 

into his finite mind. 
Jerome, who lived 

like a hermit while translating the Bible into Latin, 

is represented by a lion in front of an open book. 
The symbol in the upper right is of Chrysostom, 

the golden-tongued orator. And the shamrock is for 

Patrick, who met the attacks of the heretic Pelagius. 








SIXTH CENTURY 
"The Age of 


Monastic Development" 
saw monasteries gaining 
in popularity and becom- 
ing centers of Christian 
education. 

The shield takes the 
form of a chasuble, the 
vestment used by a priest 
when celebrating the Lord's 
Supper. It is a symbol of 
Augustine of Canterbury, the 
great leader of the English 
Church. The broken bell is the symbol of Benedict 
of Nursia, the father of Western Monasticism. His 
threefold rule for monks was: poverty, chastity, 
and obedience. The Celtic Cross is the symbol of 
Colomba who helped to Christianize Scotland. 





SEVENTH CENTURY | 
"The Age of Gregory 


the Great" is symbolized 
here. He founded monas- 
teries which became store- 
houses of knowledge. He 
was Bishop of Rome and 
then Pope. He evaluated 
the liturgies and made a 
great contribution to 
hymnody. He is often 
called "The Doctor of the 
Church." 





EIGHTH CENTURY 





On the left is a symbol of 
the Venerable Bede, a great 
English scholar. He has been 
called "The Teacher of the 
Middle Ages.'' Among his con- 
tributions are a translation 
of the Gospels and a church 
history. 

By this century the 
Mohammedans had covered North- 
ern Africa and had gone into 
Spain and Southern France. 
were defeated by Charles the 
Martel in the famous battle 
of Tours, 732. The symbol at the 


f r pegs 


They 


right indicates the victory of the Cross and of 
Charles' battle-ax over the Mohammedan scimitar. 


On Christmas 
Day, 800, Charlemagne 
was crowned temporal 
ruler of Christendom. 
Like Solomon in the 
days of the old 
covenant, he had a 
great thirst for 
knowledge. He estab- 
lished model schools 
and invited outstand- 
ing teachers to his 
court. The ninth 
century may be called 


NINTH CENTURY 





"The Age of Charlemagne." | 


A monk is copying a 
manuscript during the 
Dark Ages, a low time 
in the history of 
education. The leading 
teachers, the Schoolmen, 
busied themselves with 
philosophical fine 
points, many of which 
seem ridiculous now. 


ELEVENTH CENTURY 





TENTH CENTURY 





The right side of the 
shield in particular seeks 
to depict ''The Age of the 
Crusades." Christians sought 
to capture Mohammedan mosques 
with arrows of war. 

In the lower left is the 
battle-ax of Olaf, a Christian 
among the Norsemen. 

And the upper right 
represents Bernard of Clair- 
veaux, an abbot of monasteries 
who was responsible for a 
second wave of Crusades. 


TWELFTH CENTURY 

There came into existence 
Guild Schools, vocational 
schools of a type. They gave 
instruction in the three 
R's and trained artisans. 
Symbols on the edges of the 
shield indicate skills: 
weaving, metal working, 
Stained glass, and writing. 





THIRTEENTH CENTURY 

This was "The 
Age of Scholasticism." 
Scholasticism was a 
type of theology which 
sought to rearrange the 
inherited doctrine, so 
that man might better 
understand its relation- 
ship with ancient and 
current philosophies. 
The chalice in the 
upper left calls to mind 
Aquinas; much of whose 
scholarship revolves about the sacraments of the 
Church. 

In the lower left is Francis of Asstsi who 
founded the Franciscan order and who tried to 
establish little schools for birds, rabbits, and 
other animals! 

The upper right symbolizes Elizabeth of Thurigina, 
who taught among the poor. Her father established the 
Wartburg court where Martin Luther translated the 
New Testament several centuries later. The lower right 
represents Louis of France who brought the Crusades 
to an end. 





FOURTEENTH CENTURY 

The outstanding 
educator in England 
was Wycliffe. He has 
been called ''The Morning 
Star of the Reformation." 
He was first to translate 
the entire Bible into 
English. 1388 and the 
symbols of the four Evan- 
gelists depict Wycliffe. 

Dante is represented as 
a Roman with a crown of | 
laurel leaves. He is the extraordinary poet who 
wrote the Divine Comedy. 

The middle symbol is for Thomas A'Kempis, who is 
remembered for his book of meditations called 
Imitation of Christ. This book, together with Luther's 
Small Catechism and Bunyan's Pilgrim's Progress are 
said to be among the Christian books most often 
translated into foreign languages. 





FIFTEENTH CENTURY 

In "The Age of the 
Renaissance" Christopher 
Columbus and his crews sailed 
to America in the Nina, Pinta, 
and Santa Maria. John 
Guttenberg's printing press 
permitted a wider distri- 
bution of scholarly documents. 
And John Huss was a fore- 
runner of the Lutheran 
Reformation. On suffering 
martyrdom John Huss is 
reported to have said: "Today you are roasting a 
goose, but there will come a swan whom you will not 
destroy." 





SIXTEENTH CENTURY "The Age of the Reformation" has 
in the center of its shield Luther's 
Coat of Arms. Left center: 
seal of the University of Wittenberg 
where Luther taught. 
Right center: seal of the 
City of Marburg where Luther and 
Zwingli argued the sacraments. 
Upper left: to commemorate the 
reading of the Lutheran Confession 
at Augsburg in 1530. The cryptic 
initials UDMIAE mean in English: 
"The Word of God remains to eternity." 
Upper right: important dates 
for Lutherans. (1529, Luther's Small Catechism; 1534, 
Luther's Bible translation; 1580, the Formula of 
Concord.) 

The lower symbols represent Tyndale, the English 
Martyr, who translated the Bible into English. 





NTUR 
In "The Age of SEVENTEENTH CENTURY 


Conquest" European 
culture and education 
were carried to the 
American shores. The 
upper portion of the 
shield tells the story 
of the settlement of 
the Atlantic coast by 
Lutheran groups. 

At the left of the 
center is the seal of 
Yale, and at the right 
is the seal of Harvard--both of which were founded in 
this century. 

The lower banner carries symbols of Gustavus Adolphus, 
a valiant warrior in the Thirty Years War; Paul 
Gerhardt, a gifted Lutheran hym writer; and John 
Bengel, a theologian of the New Testament. 








EIGHTEENTH CENTURY 1789 suggests the 


French struggle for liberty. 
The symbol in the upper right 
stands for the Industrial 

\ deity Revolution. A symbol of John 
<e.> Wesley, the founder of Methodism 
| hs Rs whose influence on Christian 


ONS . 


wo 


EEE, education is of more than 
ot OR passing interest, is in the 
lower right. 

The middle center symbol- 
izes Henry Melchior Muhlenberg, 
"The Patriarch of the Lutheran 
Church in America.'' He took the leadership in forming 
the first Lutheran Synod in our country. 

And the upper center depicts American Independence 
and the beginnings of our free nation. In this "Age of 
Civil Liberty" the two emphases in education were the 
study of natural sciences and a humanistic tendency. 





NINETEENTH CENTURY 

The Saxon founders 
of the Lutheran Church-- 
Missouri Synod arrived in 
America in this century. 
The symbol of that immi- 
gration is in the lower 
center. In the upper 
center is the first seal 
of our Synod. The symbol 
of our first academy and 
seminary is in the upper 
left. 

In the lower left is a representation of our 
Concordia Publishing House, established in 1869. 
And in the lower right are an elephant of India, 
a dragon of China, and the Maple Leaf of Canada-- 
in all of which countries missions were started 
at this time. Soli Deo Gloria! 





TWENTIETH CENTURY 

In this “Age of 
Challenge" the atomic 
blast is in the back- 
ground. It threatens 
to crowd out the Cross. 
But the radiance of the 
Christian faith pierces 
through! The Cross 
conquers the hammer and 
the sickle, symbols of 
godless communism and 
materialism. 

On the left is the 
Arthur Brunn Science 
Hall--Walter A. Maier Library of Concordia, Bronxville. 

In the upper left is the radio tower of KFUO in 
St. Louis, where the International Lutheran Hour 
originates. 

On the right is a representation of Concordia Theo- 
logical Seminary in St. Louis, where many of C. C. I.'s 
alumni continue their studies to become pastors. The 
student hard at work is searching the Word of God, 

"for in them ye know ye have eternal life." 
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The Rev. Frederick Dodge - Author of this booklet 


Mrs. Howard Halter - Design and preparation 
of shields 

Women of the Lutheran 

Education Society - Sponsors of the shield 
project 


Westchester Lithographers 
Mr. Henry M. Riebesehl, 


President - Complimentary printing . 
of this booklet . 
Mr. Frank Kern - Photographs 


Mrs. Helen L. Kroeger - Typist 





TREE OF KNOWLEDGE 





The Tree of Knowledge shield at the North end 
of the Hall depicts subjects taught at Concordia. 
(Right: pre-medicine, chemistry, physics, social 
studies, and religion; left: mathematics, global 
geography, music, literature, and theology.) The 
water intends to represent our Lord from Whom 
all power comes. 








